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Crowd gathers to hear her 
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The Greater Edgewood Education Foundation drew a prominent guest for its fifth annual 
gala last Wednesday: Nancy Grasmick, state superintendent of schools for the last 18 
years. 

An estimated 225 people gathered in Edgewood's Richlin Ballroom to celebrate the 
foundation's work in building community partnerships to support Edgewood-area 
schools. 

Grasmick commended president and founder Deb Merlock for her “singular vision” and 
said she will match the $500 contribution the foundation is giving toward the new 
Edgewood High School. 

“I have a special place in my heart for Harford County and the school system here. It 
really is an incredible school system and it is an incredible county,” she said, noting that 
many foundations raise resources but it is rare for them to actually roll up their sleeves to 
support young people facing an increasingly competitive world. 

“It is unique within the state of Maryland and I am delighted that it is in Harford County, 
because I believe the partnerships here are among the strongest I have ever seen in the 
state of Maryland,” she said. 

Grasmick said the foundation’s work will help students in this time of “the death of 
distance,” when the world is getting smaller. 

“This is an amazing opportunity. Harford County schools occupy a very prominent place 
in terms of the success of the school system,” she said.  

With the proximity to Aberdeen Proving Ground, all the relationships the foundation has 
formed will pay dividends not just to the county but to the country, she said. 

“This ability to have people joining hands and create this strong collaboration is 
absolutely essential if we are to believe in the potential of our young people,” she said, 
recalling that only about 100 people attended the first gala.  



“Look at this tonight. It is amazing,” she said. 

Among the foundation's initiatives are the SMILE (Students Modeling Interactive 
Leadership) program; College Pathways, which helps students become better prepared 
for college and provides scholarships; and the Teacher Incentive Program. 

Robert Tomback, superintendent of Harford County Public Schools, and Robert Thomas, 
spokesman for Harford County Executive David Craig, also spoke. 

“Walking to a microphone after Nancy Grasmick is like walking to home plate after 
[New York Yankees player] Alex Rodriguez has just hit a home run,” joked Tomback, an 
admitted Yankees fan.  

Tomback asked Edgewood’s principals, their assistants and students in the room to stand. 

“When you ask why the Greater Edgewood Education Foundation exists, there’s your 
answer,” he said. “In coming to Harford County, one of the first things I heard about was 
this foundation. The notion of getting together with this magnitude and this unity of 
purpose is truly extraordinary.” 

He read a proclamation commending the foundation and resolving that the school system 
will continue to work with the group. 

Thomas said when he first learned about the vision for the foundation, his response was 
“You’re off your heads.” 

But with Merlock’s passion for the schools in Edgewood, “I soon realized it couldn’t but 
succeed,” he said. 

Wherever he travels in the state, Thomas said he tells people that Harford County is the 
crown jewel of Maryland and the Edgewood schools are a critical component of that. 

He also read a proclamation from Craig’s office recognizing the foundation. 

 


