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A class of budding artists at Deerfield Elementary School painted watercolor renderings 
inspired by the works of artist Georgia O'Keeffe. They created close-up views of flowers 
that appeared to be under a magnifying glass. 

Another handful of youngsters created oil and pastel paintings based on the work of 
Russian painter Wassily Kandinsky. 

When all of the works were completed, Debbie Perry was given the task of selecting the 
10 best pieces. 

"We have so many children here who create great art," Perry said. "It was hard to choose 
the best ones." 

But it is all for a good cause, Perry said. The works of art will be shown in the second
annual Student Art Exhibition and Sale to be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday at 
the Richlin Ballroom in Edgewood. 

Hosted by the Greater Edgewood Education Foundation Inc. -- a partnership of 
community members to raise awareness, pride, and support for quality education in 
Edgewood schools -- the event will feature 60 works of art, 10 from each school, that 
were created by student artists from Edgewood, Deerfield, Abingdon, and William 
Paca/Old Post Road elementary schools, and Edgewood M iddle and High schools. 

Money raised at the event, which costs $20 per ticket, will go to benefit students in all six 
of the Edgewood schools, said Deb Merlock, president and founder of the Greater 
Edgewood Education Foundation. 

The art show and sale is one of several fundraisers held each year by the foundation. 

Though they are inundated with requests for student art in competitions and contests, 
Brad Moore, the art teacher at Abingdon Elementary, allowed his students to participate 
because artwork made during class could be used, he said. 

"It's just the idea that it makes the children feel special about themselves and what they 
do here," said Moore, who has been teaching art for 22 years. 



Nicholas Sacha agreed. 

He's so proud of his entry -- a charcoal drawing of a priest -- that he said it's not for sale. 

"I am so excited," the 10-year-old fifth grader said. "I am glad people will see my work, 
but I want to keep it ... it's a memory. I don't want to forget." 

Sisters Kelly and Erin Mellarkey already have spots for their artwork after the show. 
They also intend to keep their work. 

Kelly, 11, drew a cityscape, and Erin, 8, made a piece using a heart pattern. Making her 
little masterpiece was just too much work to give it up, Erin said. 

 


