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TOOLS for SCHOOLS Resource Center
Ensures all students have the school 
supplies to engage in high quality 
learning. Teachers shop for free for
school supplies for their students 
and their classrooms, saving educators
thousands of dollars in classroom
expenses.

TECH Tools
Bridging the digital divide allows 
students to research homework 
and complete coursework. Research
indicates students without technology
at home are academically performing
below their peers with technology.
Providing high poverty students with 
technology increases their learning potential.

BOOKS in HAND Summer Learning
Provides backpacks filled with skill level books and materials to build home

libraries for high poverty elementary students to improve
reading proficiency. Access to books actually in the

home with skill based resources lead to the most
opportunities to read.

Classroom Innovation Grants
Funds classroom initiatives outside of the 
district budget. Educators are encouraged 
to create innovative and exciting educational 
programs to enhance and broaden student
learning. Classroom initiatives for funding can
be found at www.harfordeducation.org.

Scholarships and College and Career Access
Helping students make college achievable. Established

by business and community members, scholarships help
all students achieve their dreams. Students receive support in 

completing FAFSA, college essays, college research, internship programs, and 
mentored to ensure college and career success.

Everyday Heroes Award
Annual recognition of outstanding educators of Harford County Public Schools. We
honor teachers who go above and beyond to make learning rewarding and engaging.
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Harford County Education Foundation will provide educational, social and fiscal resources
to foster excellence in learning so all students in Harford County Public Schools,
with an emphasis on vulnerable students, can be successful in school and in life.  

2 h a r f o r d e d u c a t i o n . o r g

Student achievement in a community is a social, civic and economic
issue. The Education Foundation helps strengthen our community by providing 
targeted funding and needed resources to students, teachers and schools to ensure 
the academic and life-long success of our children. We want all students to have
access to innovative learning and materials to help them meet the rigor of quality
instruction and the challenges of 21st century workforce skills. Education is the most
powerful investment in the well-being of our youth, the stability of our families, and
the strength of our communities.  

• 313 middle school students participated in a 3-day overnight retreat to learn 
leadership and soft skills. 

• 125 high school students participated in a week long leadership program to engage
in leadership, workforce skills, and career planning from business leaders. 

• 7,698 students received $115,466 of needed school supplies. 

• 1100 students in need received homework tool kits. 

• 400 educators shopped for free at the Tools for Schools Resource Center saving 
thousands of dollars in personal expenditures on school and classroom supplies. 

• 7,270 students in poverty received 14,240 skill based books to build home libraries
and slow summer regression of learned reading skills. 

• $56,860 awarded in Classroom Innovation Grants to support an enriched learning
experience for students. 

• 75 students were awarded $142,300 in scholarships. 

• 45 students in need received $14,700 in laptops and MiFi’s to participate in learning
at home and in school. 
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Inspire Magazine is published 
bi-annually. For advertising 
information contact: 
publishing@sonipakdesign.com

The information published in
Inspire Magazine is correct to 
the best of our knowledge.
Harford County Education
Foundation shall not be liable for
any errors in content, or for any
action taken in reliance thereon.

Copyright 2018 Harford County
Education Foundation. Inspire
Magazine is a publication of
Sonipak Design & Marketing. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction
of any portion of this publication
without written permission from
the Publisher is forbidden.

Harford County Education Foundation
Board of Directors

Debora Gavin Merlock
President/Founder

Janet Gomes
Vice Chair Finance
Weyrich, Cronin 
& Sorra

Warren L. Hamilton
Chair
Oak Contracting, LLC

Liz Leoni Monti
Chair, Board
Development
APG Federal Credit
Union

Mike Allen
Harford Bank

Claudine Adams
Bravura Information
Technology 

Kirstie Durr
Nevins & Associates

Doug Eder
Oak Contracting, LLC

Jimmy Lien
Cintas Corporation
Melissa Williams
Ex-Officio
Principal, Edgewood
Middle School

Cathy Poniatowski
Ex-Officio
Paraeducator
Phil Romm
Phil Romm Consulting
Lisa Sundquist
Ex-Officio
Principal, North
Harford Elementary
School
Joseph Voskuhl
Ex-Officio
President, Board of
Education Harford
County Public Schools
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Greater  
care close  
to home

umuch.org
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Have you ever taken 
the time out of your 
day to think about the
steps that you could 
take to improve your
knowledge and expertise
within your community
as a student? If the
answer is yes, then you
have already taken the
first and most important
step to becoming a
more well-rounded
leader! 

The Harford County
Regional Association 
of Student Councils
(HCRASC) is a student 
led organization that
gives student leaders the opportunity to
meet other students who share the same
passions as they do, which is making a
positive impact within their community.
Just in the past year we have flourished
immensely as an organization increasing
our community outreach by tenfold. Our
student delegates advocate for their peers
with the issues that are prevalent within
our community, but there is still much
more that we can do for the community! 

How can you be a leader? Consider 
involving yourself in classroom leadership,
with Student Government Association
(SGA) in your school, or any other available
opportunities that allow you to support our
community because, we will always need
people who are willing to guide others into
becoming the future leaders of tomorrow! 

If you would like to contact us for more
information email hcrasc.email@gmail.com
and to keep yourself updated on what
we’re up to, follow our Instagram 
@thereal_hcrasc.

The qualities of a good leader are:

LOYAL: A leader not only has to be loyal
to their peers, but also to their word. When

a leader makes a 
promise, they should
always stay loyal to 
their word and fulfill 
that promise or if they
are not able to fulfill 
that promise, then they
should of at least stay
loyal to the process of 
the promise. 

EMPATHETIC: Empathy
grants the ability for a
leader to understand 
and share the feelings 
of their peers. Being 
able to do this allows 
for there to be a strong
bond, which makes 

the functionality of your leadership 
organization more efficient. 

AUTHENTIC: The words that come out of
a leader’s mouth must always be authentic.
Authenticity is what helps leader’s builder
deeper connections with their peers.

DETERMINED: There will always be a
time when a leader receives the answer
“no”. Someone who is determined will
always stay motivated and continue to
strive towards receiving the answer that
they want, through improvement with
feedback.

ENERGIZED: A leader who has high 
energy will show that they possess true
passion in what they are doing. If you are
not passionate about what you are doing,
then that means you’re not putting in
100% effort. 

RESPONSIBLE: When a leader showcases
that they are responsible, their peers 
automatically have trust and faith in what
they are doing. A leader that is responsible
also become experts at decision making. 

Don’t Wait . . . 
Become a Leader in Your Community Today!!!

George Nichols
President, Harford County Regional Student Government Association (HCRASC)

Student delegates HCRASC attend 
the Maryland Association of Student
Councils (MASC) Fall Leadership
Conference to learn about the 

numerous aspects there are to becoming 
a great leader, working along peers from

across the state. 
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My tax-deductible gift is enclosed in the amount of $ _________________.
Please charge a total of $____________ to my:

__________Visa  _________ MasterCard _________ American Express
Name: _________________________________________________________
Card Number: __________________________________________________
Exp. Date __________________  Verification Code: __________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
Zip Code: _____________________ Phone:__________________________

Please designate my gift for:
� Use my gift where the need is the greatest.
Programs: � Classroom Innovation Grants

� Books in Hand Summer Learning
� Tools for Schools
� TECH Tools
� Scholarships

Pledge  � Harford County Rising Star Society 
your support:

� 12x12 “Seeds for the Future” Campaign 
� single payment $144   � monthly $12

My company ________________________________________, will match this gift.
(Please mail the company matching gift form with this donation form.)

Education Tribute:

_______This gift is in memory of: ________________________________________
_______This gift is in honor/gratitude for:

Honoree’s Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________

Make your check payable to 
Harford County Education Foundation
and mail to:
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 21A Donate online
Bel Air, MD 21014 www.harfordeducation.org/donations

or at www.paypal.me/harfordeducation

Volunteer Opportunities, In Kind Donations or Questions:
Email us at connect@harfordeduction.org

Thank you for contributing to the success of students of Harford County Public Schools
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How does AmazonSmile work?
When first visiting AmazonSmile, 
customers are prompted to select a
charitable organization from almost one
million eligible organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, 
customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible purchases at
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to the customer’s selected charitable organization.

Choose Harford County Education Foundation using this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-2060496

Give Humble Bundle a try!
When you make a purchase in the
Humble Store, 10% of the net revenue
from every purchase is routed through the PayPal Giving Fund to support charity,
and now you can put that donation towards Harford County Education Foundation.

Type the URL into your browser and Harford County Education Foundation will
receive a donation from Humble Bundle

Choose Harford County Education Foundation using this link:
https://www.humblebundle.com/store?charity=105795

Even More Ways to Support:

Workplace Giving with United Way
Does your company or place of employment
run a United Way Workplace Campaign? 
If so, designate Harford County 
Education Foundation:
United Way Designation 65752

Collection Drives
School supplies and gently used books give children valuable tools for learning 
success. Hold a School Supply Drive or a Gently Used Book Drive anytime
throughout the year. Let us know you want to hold a drive and Harford County
Education Foundation will email you flyers to post in your business or for 
distribution in your community organization. Email connect@harfordeducation.org
and let us help you help all children succeed in school and life.
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Every year, teachers dip
into their modest salaries
and spend their own
money to buy classroom
essentials. Since 2006,
Harford County Education
Foundation has given over
$115,000 in free school 
supplies to our teachers
and our students. By 
providing this resource,
teachers save money and
can focus on what they 
do best – educating our 
students!

It is something as simple as
a pencil and a crayon that 
can help change a student’s
life. It is a problem that can
be solved today. The Tools
for Schools Resource Center
is committed to helping
thousands of our students
in need and giving them the basic tools to be 
successful in the classroom today, so they will 
be prepared to become an active member of our
workforce and community.

“Educators want to help children; that is why 
as long as their kids lack the essentials, 
educators will continue to dig deep”, said Deb
Merlock, President of the Harford County
Education Foundation. “We want to help our
teachers by reducing this burden by keeping the
Tools for Schools Resource Center stocked with
not only the essential school supplies, but also
tissues, hand sanitizer and other items that 
support the health and well-being of a child.”  

This school year, the Education Foundation has
delivered over $10,000 in school supplies 
to Harford County Title 1 schools. We were
excited to welcome new Harford County Public
School teachers a free shopping day to provide
the essentials as they prepare their new 
classrooms and welcome their first students.  

School supply donations are accepted year
round at the resource center by contacting 
connect@harfordeducation.org.  

A real brick and mortar
store operated by the

Harford County Education
Foundation, the Tools for
Schools Resource Center
provides critical school
supplies year-round to our
teachers and students.  

�

James Kinslow, Bravura Information Technology
System, Warren Hamilton, HCEF Board Chair and

Joe Voskuhl, Board of Education President 
delivered school supplies to Tara Dedeaux,
Principal of Bakerfield Elementary School.

HCPS students volunteering in the resource center.

Tools for Schools Impact on Learning 

h a r f o r d e d u c a t i o n . o r g 13

The Chesapeake Synchro Club held a backpack 
stuffing party and donated 700 school supply items! 

We are always excited
to welcome new

Harford County Public
Schools teachers to the

resource center to 
shop for free school
supplies. Their huge
smiles and overfilled
bags is story enough.
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In Havre de Grace we consider Tydings Park the heart of our charming 
city. Located along the beautiful Chesapeake Bay and just minutes from our
historic downtown district; Tydings Park is the perfect destination for the
entire family. 

Since 2015, the City has invested on a number of significant improvements
that will enhance each visitor’s experience at Tydings Park. Improvements
include upgrades to the WWI war memorial, the installation of a sidewalk
along the length of the park, new walkways, the construction of an accessibility
ramp, new landscaping, including overseeding and new sod, and the 
installation of a little free library. One of the newest features we are 
proud to have included in the improvements is the addition of all-inclusive
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliant, modern playground 
equipment, making our playground accessible for those with special needs. 

This playground equipment includes an REV 8 Rotating Climber, interactive
stations, including games such as Tick-Tack-Toe and Rock-Paper-Paper
Scissors, a custom lighthouse that resembles Concord Point Lighthouse; 
a rock-climbing wall and a rocking ship. 

This beautiful new section 
of playground is an area
where all children and their
families can safely be active
and feel comfortable. Mayor
William T. Martin said it
best, “addressing the needs
of all children is not just a
hallmark of a 21st century
city, it is also emblematic of
the compassionate character
of our citizens.”   
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Events in Havre de Grace:
4th Annual Oktoberfest- Saturday October 13 
3rd Annual Oyster Feast- Saturday November 17
Holly Jolly First Friday and Christmas parade- Friday, December 7
Candle Light Tour- Saturday December 8
Celebrate your holiday in Havre de Grace with thousands of lights, holiday
music, decorated store fronts, Santa Land, boutique shops, citywide house
decorating contest and so much more!
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Rising Star Society
Awards Presented
Harford County Education
Foundation hosted a welcome
reception for the new 
superintendent of Harford
County Public Schools, Dr. Sean
Bulson. Over 100 community
leaders attended the event at
Rockfield Manor in Bel Air on
August 8, 2018. 

Dr. Bulson comes to Harford
County as a former superintendent
of schools in Wilson County, 
NC, a district with about 12,000
students in 26 schools, and he
spent the first 16 years of his 
23-year education career in 
Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland.

The evening got underway with an informal reception where Dr. Bulson was able to 
personally greet those in attendance. Members of the Edgewood High School Orchestra
shared their talents by providing music during the reception. 

After a warm welcome from Deb Merlock, President of Harford County Education
Foundation, there were remarks from Claudine Adams, President of Bravura Information
Technology Systems, sharing with the event guests that education is one of our highest
priorities. Ms. Adams emphasized that everyone in the room should get involved in 
supporting the education of our youth. Joe Voskuhl, President of Harford County Board
of Education then introduced Dr. Bulson who addressed the group to formally offer his
gratitude and support for the Foundation. 

Dr. Bulson shared that he has a history of working with education foundations and 
was pleased to learn the infrastructure existed with the Harford County Education
Foundation. Bulson continued that Harford County has been tremendously welcoming
and he has had many great discussions with community leaders where “there’s no 
shortage of opinions” in education. 

The evening concluded with a special award ceremony for the Harford County Rising
Star Society. This association is comprised of like-minded individuals and businesses 
who have pledged $1,000 or more to local education initiatives through the Harford
County Education Foundation. Those who have gone above and beyond in their 
support were honored. A list of the Rising Star Society recipients can found at 
www.harfordeducation.org/risingstarsociety.

With gratitude to our most impactful annual sponsors, Bravura Information Technology
Systems and Oak Contracting, LLC, the Welcome Reception was also supported by
Freedom Federal Credit Union, Harford County School Bus Contractors Association,
Harford Community College, Harford Chamber of Commerce, Cintas, Thompson Toyota,
Nevins & Associates, Events by I Did it Myself, APG Federal Credit Union, Perluke
Consulting Associates, Rockfield Manor, Pairings Bistro, Flowers by Lucy, Towson
University-North East, Grimm & Parker, Pat and Mark Wolkow, Jim’s Bottleworks, Frank
Hajek & Associates, Craig Ward, HarCo Credit Union, Hess Construction, Kibart, JMT 
and Harford Alarm.

Welcome Dr. Bulson!

Deb Merlock, President of Harford County Education Foundation
and the new superintendent of Harford County Public Schools, 

Dr. Sean Bulson.

Photography: MidAtlantic Photographic, LLC
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Mike MacPherson (l), President/CEO of Freedom 
Federal Credit Union received the Rising Star Society

Award from Dr. Sean Bulson, Superintendent 
of Schools (c) and Education Foundation 

Board Chair, Warren Hamilton (r).

Claudine Adams, President/CEO of Bravura 
Information Technology Systems addressed the 
importance of being involved in education.

Jonathan Goetz, on behalf of Oak Contracting,
LLC, receives the Rising Star Society award from

Dr. Sean Bulson and Warren Hamilton.

Music students from Edgewood High School 
were servers for the evening’s event.

Dr. Sean Bulson, Superintendent of Schools 
with Judge Larry Kreis.

Ms. Anne Pape (far right), Orchestra Teacher at 
Deerfield Elementary School and Edgewood High 
School and orchestra students from Edgewood
High School provide the music for the evening.

Highlights!
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Have a Fun-Filled Fall!
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Together may we give our 
children the roots to grow 

and the wings to fly.
Parents and teachers have a shared goal. It is to facilitate the best educational experience 
possible for students. When parents and teachers strive to reach this goal by forming 
positive partnerships, it becomes a powerful tool in helping students succeed both 
academically and socially. Building this partnership certainly depends on the efforts of
both the teachers and parents. However, in this article, we are going to dwell on what
parents can do to help foster this important partnership.

Develop Open Lines of Communication: Communicating is a key factor in making 
this partnership work. Sharing relevant information about your child will ensure that 
the teacher is better equipped to help your child. Listening to what the teacher says 
will help you reinforce what is being taught in the classroom. Teachers spend a great
deal of time writing up newsletters and other updates to keep parents in the loop. 
Make sure you read these. Sometimes they update you with what your child is learning
and sometimes they remind you of important dates such as an upcoming field trip. If
problems do arise, let the teacher know that you are willing to work together to problem
solve. Ways to communicate include parent-teacher conferences, emails, volunteering 
in the classroom or simply by adding a comment to a homework book or communication
journal.

Volunteer: If you have time, volunteer in the classroom. An extra pair of hands is
often helpful, especially in the early grades. If you can’t volunteer on a regular basis, 
try chaperoning a class trip or help with a special event such as a class party. 

Be Respectful: Approach this partnership with respect and communicate this to 
your child. This will demonstrate that your child can trust their teacher since mom 
and dad do. Never belittle your child’s teacher in front of your child or to other parents
of children in your child’s class. 

Show Gratitude: Let your child’s teacher know that you are grateful for what they 
do for your child. A holiday card or a simple note of appreciation goes a long way. 

Remember, Teachers 
are People Too: If your 
child comes home upset, 
try not to jump to 
conclusions. Calmly 
contact the teacher. Ask 
questions, but do not 
accuse. You just might hear 
a different story than the 
one your child tells. Try 
to remember that just like 
everyone else teachers 
have bad days too.

Developing a Parent/Teacher Partnership
Pat Carpenter

Pat is a retired teacher with 35 years from Harford County Public Schools
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Now that school’s in session,

kids can bring home a whole

bunch of nasty germs. We’ve

got the best ways to keep your

family healthy all year. Here 

are five healthy habits that 

you can implement right now:

1. Get the Flu Shot.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention 
recommends yearly 
vaccination as the single
most effective method to 
prevent seasonal flu. Vaccines are available at most pharmacies starting in late summer.
Certain people are at risk to experience complications due to the flu vaccine, so it is
always best to check with your pediatrician if you have any doubts.

2. Wash Your Hands.
Recent studies have indicated that a majority of people fail to practice proper hand
hygiene. Hand washing with soap and clean water for 15-20 seconds prevents many
communicable diseases, including the flu. Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are good 
alternatives when soap and water are not readily available. Teach your kids to wash 
their hands often, especially after using the restroom and before meals. 

3. Don’t Touch.
Germs spread through physical contact. Therefore, avoid close contact with anyone 
who is sick. Do NOT rub your eyes, nose or mouth, especially if you’ve been exposed 
to germs. Try not to touch surfaces that may be infected. Make sure to disinfect surfaces
regularly; this includes countertops, door handles, toys, and electronics.

4.  Take Care of Your Body.
You and your family can prevent the spread of the flu by maintaining a nutrient-rich
diet filled with fresh fruits and vegetables. Keep hydrated throughout the day (water is
best). Get plenty of deep, restful sleep, and make sure to get moving for at least 30 
minutes every day. 

5. Stay Home.
If you or your family still falls victim to the flu, the best thing you can do to prevent 
a pandemic is to stay home. Consult your doctor about a treatment plan and follow it
closely, making sure you are allowing time for rest. Your body needs time to recover;
rushing the healing process can make you even more susceptible to future illness.

Wishing you all a happy, safe and healthy school year!
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It’s where you live, love and grow. It’s a place to call your very own. It’s
your home. Choose Kapinos Builders will work side-by-side with you to
develop creative, realistic solutions that fit your growing family’s needs. 

From kitchens to baths to full home renovations and additions – call
Kapinos Builders to make . . .

Your Home, Your Castle!
Licensed & Insured
mhic 74273 • mhbr 6809

Call us today for a FREE estimate

410.399.0099
Local Family Owned & Operated

www.kapinosbuilders.com
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Each Fall, Sonipak Design releases a Harford County calendar to highlight the beauty, 
scenary and history that surrounds us. In 2016, Red Planks of Harford County featured our
county’s historic barns. For 2017, Tides, Trails & Treasures focused on our scenic state
parks, the 2018 calendar, Divine History of Harford County features some of our county’s
most historic places of worship, and this year’s calendar release will feature our native 
wild animals in Wild Things of Harford County!

The opportunity to give our residents, and visitors alike, twelve captivating photographs,
encouraging families to set out and discover – is what this is all about! 20,000 FREE 
copies will be distributed around our great county and beyond. This year’s upcoming 
calendar will feature the photographic artwork of Frank Marsden. His talented eye has
captured amazing creatures in their native habitat and we just cannot wait to share these
with you and your family. Proceeds from this community calendar will benefit Eden Mill
Nature Committee, Inc. Founded in 1991, this non-profit volunteer-run organization 
creates and supports educational and environmental programs and partnerships for our 
surrounding communities. They inspire people to care about the environment by providing
experiences that lead them to understand their connection to the natural world.

Local businesses are invited to take advantage of this one-of-a-kind opportunity to be 
a part of this artistic calendar steeped rich in our county’s beauty. Some of our current
businesses to join us for this wild adventure are: Town of Bel Air Economic Development,
James C. Wilson Excavating, Tracey Properties of Keller Williams American Premier
Realty, Bel Air Dance Academy, BCV Commercial Realty, Jarvis Appliance, The Mill,
Bearsch’s United Auto Center, Thompson’s Moving, Harford Transit LINK, Harford
County Public Library, Harford County Chamber of Commerce, Harford Artists Gallery,
and many more. We have some fantastic sponsors too! WXCY, Harford’s Heart Magazine,
Harford County Living and The Dagger continue to show support as our media sponsors
and MaGerk’s Pub & Grill joins us again as our Calendar Release Party Sponsor hosting
our much anticipated event. Join us at the calendar release party on November 13th from
6-9pm and bring your family for dinner! This event is open to the public. Be the first to
receive your FREE copy of the Wild Things of Harford County 2019 Calendar. Enjoy live
music from Sons of Pirates, bid on calendar canvases in our silent auction and be one of
the first 100 guests to receive a Swag Bag, filled with coupons and fun gifts. 

The creative team of Sonipak Design encourage you 
to connect with Wild Things of Harford County on
Facebook and to follow Sonipak Design & Marketing
to learn more about the many services and publications
they produce. www.sonipakdesign.com

I n t r o d u c i n g  .  .  .
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Visit the Harford County Education Foundation’s web 
site for upcoming dates at www.harfordeducation.org

Join us for the next edition of Inspire!
Spring 2019
For more information on advertising, eligibility 
and rates contact: publishing@sonipakdesign.com
or call 443.752-9514

Connect with Harford County Education Foundation:

@harfordeducation @harfordedu @harfordedu @harfordedu

Classroom Innovation Grant
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Visit the Harford County Education Foundation’s web 
site for upcoming dates at www.harfordeducation.org

Connect with Harford County Education Foundation:

Students at Bakerfield Elementary School
kicked off the first day of school on
September 4th in a new, exciting way. They
were met with loud
cheers, high fives and
smiles from men who
participated in the
school’s inaugural
Million Father March.  

Bakerfield Elementary 
is the first Harford
County Public School 
to participate in the
nationwide movement 
to increase male 
involvement. The goal 
is to encourage fathers
and male role models 
to become more 
invested in their child’s
education. Through 
this process, the school
hopes to form stronger
ties between the school
and community.  

The program was 
initiated by Tara
Dedeaux, Principal and Chelsea Davies,
Title 1 Teacher Specialist who learned
about the Million Father March from a 
former Bakerfield teacher. And with the
help of three Bakerfield dads, the school
community was educated on the impact 
a male figure can have on their child’s
education. Harford County Education
Foundation, Aberdeen Chick Fil-A,
APGFCU and Farmers Insurance showed
their support through donations and 
participation in the march.  

March participants embarked on a half
mile walk through the town of Aberdeen.
The crowd was met with cheers, honks,
and claps from onlookers. 

Over 175 fathers and father figures helped
kick off the school year. This far surpassed

Davies’ goal of 100 male pledges. “The
smiles on the faces of both the students
and men who participated was incredible.

We hope that this will
continue to promote
male involvement
throughout the rest 
of the school year,”
Davies said.  

One student shared,
“This was a fun way to
start off the school year.
I never got to walk to
school with my dad on
the first day. I hope we
do this next year.” The
excitement was shared
by students and men
alike.  

When asked why he
chose to be a part of the
Million Father March,
Nathan McVey, a parent
of several Bakerfield
students said, “Because
it matters. We matter.
The kids draw inspiration

and motivation from the examples they
see. I hope more men get involved.”
Gerard Smith, whose daughter attends
Bakerfield shared, “It’s my responsibility 
to show my child that I am there for her.
So that children know that we support
them all.”  

Mrs. Dedeaux shared, “The Million Father
March was a true success. Our male role
models celebrated and encouraged our 
students as they entered the building. We
are developing meaningful and positive
partnerships with our families and the
community. I am excited to see the impact
this march will have on our students.” 

Watch the Million Father March at
http://bit.ly/BFESMillionFatherMarch

Classroom Innovation Grant

Bakerfield Elementary Hosts Inaugural Million Father March 
to Promote Male Involvement in Education

Proud dad, Zachary Harden, finishes the
Million Father March with his daughters,
Taylor and Tiana Groom and walks them to
their classrooms on the first day of school.
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Thank you for helping us raise funds and 
collect donated school supplies so our

teachers and students have the classroom supplies 
they need on the first day of school and 
every day throughout the school year.

Help teachers across Harford County provide engaging, 
quality experiences for their students.
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Thank you for helping us raise funds and 
collect donated school supplies so our

teachers and students have the classroom supplies 
they need on the first day of school and 
every day throughout the school year.

Help teachers across Harford County provide engaging, 
quality experiences for their students.

Do You Want to Do More?
Fund a classroom innovation project at 
https://harfordeducation.org/programs/classroom-grants

100% of your donation goes straight into the classroom. No administrative
fees. No service fees. No shipping charges.  

Classroom Innovation Grantsmakes it easy for businesses and the 
community to be part of the education solutions. Teachers across 
Harford County have an opportunity to post innovative programs to 
enrich classroom learning.  Choose a project that inspires you. You can 
give as little or as much as you choose to fund the project.   
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