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One day after their inauguration, members
of the Harford County Council took part in
their first legislative session Tuesday.

Council President Patrick Vincenti,
elected to his first term leading the seven-
member council, presided over a meeting in
Bel Air that was brief on major issues, but
highlighted by members expressing thanks
and hope for the future.

Vincenti, a Republican, thanked the voters
“for placing their trust and confidence, not
only in me, but in this entire council to
legislate on their behalf.” He said he looked
forward to working with the council, and was
confident the body would “act in a profes-
sional manner with one purpose, and that’s to
best serve all of the citizens of Harford
County.”

In addition to a new president, the council
has two new members: District A Democrat
Andre Johnson and District C Republican
Tony Giangiordano. Another member, Dis-
trict E Republican Robert Wagner, is return-
ing to the council after an absence. Wagner
served from 1990 to 2006 — as the District E
representative for 12 years and council
president for his last four.

District B Councilman Joe Woods, District
D Councilman Chad Shrodes and District F
Councilman Curtis Beulah, all Republicans,
were re-elected.

Woods, elected to a third full term last
month to a district covering Fallston and
portions of Joppa and Abingdon, was named
council vice president by unanimous vote.
The council also voted unanimously to
appoint Johnson, Vincenti and Woods to the

body’s Personnel Committee, with Shrodes
as an alternate on the panel.

Wagner and the council president were
appointed to the county’s Board of Estimates,
and Warren Hamilton was reappointed as the
council’s citizen representative. Wagner will
be the alternate. Vincenti and Wagner were
also appointed to the county’s Audit Advisory
Board.

The council did not take action on Harford
County Executive Barry Glassman’s appoint-
ments for various department directors and

deputy directors. Vincenti said the vote will
be held at a later meeting. All cabinet
members are seeking to return from the
previous term, said Billy Boniface, Glassman’s
director of administration.

Council members also used the meeting
Tuesday to thank voters for support and
pledged to serve constituents and the county.

“Rest assured that each and every day that
I come to work I’m going to work hard for the
people of District A and Harford County,”
Johnson, who represents Edgewood and

Joppa, said.
Giangiordano, whose district covers Bel

Air and parts of Forest Hill, succeeds former
Councilman James “Cap’n Jim” McMahan,
who represented District C for 12 years.

Giangiordano recalled advice he received
from McMahan to make sure his decisions
are “in the best interest of the people,” and
added, “Cap’n Jim brought a passion, enthu-
siasm, pride, dignity to this office. Hopefully, I
can do the same.”

Shrodes, who has represented northern
Harford since 2006, said he looks forward to
working with his colleagues over the next
four years.

Wagner, who represents Aberdeen, greater
Bel Air and Churchville, also expressed hope
for the next four years, and complimented
Vincenti on his inaugural speech. He said the
address “outlined what I think this council
will stand for and move forward on.”

Beulah was re-elected to a second term
serving Havre de Grace, parts of Abingdon
plus Aberdeen Proving Ground, Belcamp,
Perryman and Riverside, and said he hoped to
build on the experience of his first term.

“I’m looking forward to really hitting the
ground running and getting some things
done that will better the quality of life in
Harford County for our citizens, and help
them to prosper and raise a family and keep
[Harford] as safe and as charming as it is,” he
said.

Looking ahead was an overall theme of the
session — a tone reinforced by Rev. Jim
Testerman, pastor of Oak Grove Baptist
Church in Bel Air. As he delivered the
opening prayer, he called upon God to “help
these gentlemen to be fiscally responsible and
good stewards of all that you have given to us.”
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From left, new Harford County Council President Patrick Vincenti, Councilman Chad

Shrodes and Councilman Robert Wagner chat before taking their seats for Tuesday eve-

ning's council meeting. The council, with a new president and three new members, held its

first legislative session. 

DAVID ANDERSON/THE AEGIS

CONTACTS
Circulation Customer Service:

1-888-539-1280

Main Number: 800-829-8000

Advertising: 410-332-6300

advertise@baltsun.com

Classifieds: 888-539-7700

Death Notices: 410-332-6781

deathnotices@patuxent.com

Back issues and reprints

BaltimoreSunStore.com, 410-332-6800

Newsroom: 410-838-4400

TRIFFON G. ALATZAS

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief

Baltimore Sun Media Group

Find us on the Web
www.theaegis.com

Established in 1856, The Aegis is the oldest and largest newspaper in Harford County. It is published

each Wednesday and Friday at 501 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21278. Periodicals postage is paid

at Bel Air, MD. (USPS008600) POSTMASTER: Send address corrections to 

Baltimore Sun Media Group, Customer Service, 501 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21278.

Subscription prices are $16.90 for 4weeks to Harford County zip codes (includes MD sales tax). All

subscriptions may include up to eight Premium Issues per year. For each Premium Issue, your account

will be charged up to $4.49 in the billing period when the section publishes. This will result in

shortening the length of your billing period. Premium issues scheduled to date: Puzzle Book 2/16/18,

Travel Guide 3/30/18, Summer Entertaining 5/25/18, Mayo Guide 7/20/18, MorningStar Investing

9/7/18, Holiday Guide 10/5/18, Thanksgiving 11/21/18, Year in Review 12/28/18. Dates are subject to

change without notice. For addresses outside the Harford County area please call 1-877-539-1280.

The Aegis is committed to providing fair and accurate coverage. Readers who have
concerns or comments are encouraged to call us at 800-829-8000.

CORRECTIONS

A Bel Air family recently attended the
Christmas tree lighting at the vice presi-
dent’s residence on the grounds of the Naval
Observatory in Washington.

Baltimore County Police Cpl. Eric Bren-
nan and his family — wife Katie and children
Gracey, 8 and Tommy, 5 — were invited to
attend the Nov. 29 tree lighting through the
Fraternal Order of Police.

The invitation came from Vice President
Mike Pence and his wife, Karen, “to show
support and appreciation for law enforce-
ment throughout the country,” Brennan
said.

The vice president’s house is typically not
open to the public and they don’t host many
events, “so this was a very unique opportu-
nity and experience,” he said.

About 20 police officers and their families
attended the Christmas tree lighting cere-
mony, which included a reading of “Twas
the Night Before Christmas.” Brennan said

Karen Pence told the group that the vice
president always read the book to their
children, and “wanted to do the same for us.”

A light dinner and desserts were provided
as a quartet from the U.S. Navy sang
Christmas songs — Pence joined in for one
or two — and a four-piece band from the
Marines played music on the enclosed
porch, Brennan said.

As the evening ended, the Pences ex-
pressed appreciated for law enforcement
“for everything we do each day” and said
they “were honored to have us in their home
for this event,” Brennan said.

Each child received a small gift of candy
and a puzzle of the vice president and his
dog, Harley, while adults received an official
2018 Vice President’s residence Christmas
tree ornament.

“The kids had a great time and liked
speaking to Vice President Pence,” Brennan
said. “Katie and I were honored to have been
selected to attend this one-in-a-lifetime
event and for the time spent with the Second
Family at their residence.”

Mike Pence and his wife, Karen, welcomed the Brennan family of Bel Air - Katie and Eric

and their children Gracey and Tommy - to their home on the grounds of the U.S. Naval

Observatory last week. 
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Bel Air family spends evening
with Vice President Pence
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Harford County Education Founda-
tion leaders oversaw distribution this
week of more than $11,000 in Classroom
Innovation Grants designed to support
nearly a dozen academic and community
partnership programs at local schools.

The grants were presented during
Monday’s meeting of the county Board of
Education.

The nonprofit education foundation
works with the community and area
businesses to provide classroom support
beyond what the county school system
provides in its budget.

“All these things enhance the learning
of the students, above what we as a
system can provide,” Joseph Voskuhl,
school board president, said.

Foundation Chairman Warren Hamil-
ton and Debora Merlock, its president
and founder, gave board members a
presentation about the mis-
sion of the group. Hamilton
said “it’s particularly fitting
that we meet tonight,” noting
that 2018 marks 15 years since
the organization was founded
to support Edgewood-area
students.

“It’s kind of a milestone
year for us,” he said.

Merlock, whose children
attended Edgewood-area
schools at the time, said the
organization “started with a
pencil” — her daughter, who
was in sixth grade at the time,
came home one day frus-
trated because a classmate
had taken her pencil, she said.

“I told her to take a box of pencils, put
in on the desk, and then they’ll all have
pencils,” Merlock said.

Her daughter later reported that all
the pencils in the box, indeed, had been
taken, pointing to a need in the class-
room. Merlock met with her daughter’s
teacher and together they established a
supply closet. That effort grew into a
partnership with area principals and the
Edgewood community to help provide
students with classroom supplies.

“As students were moving from school
to school, neighborhood to neighbor-
hood, we recognized that if we wanted to
continue to serve them we would have to
broaden our efforts,” Merlock said.

The nonprofit Greater Edgewood Ed-
ucation Foundation was incorporated in
late 2004. The name was changed to
Greater Excellence in Education Foun-
dation in 2010 as the organization
expanded to the entire Harford County
school district, then changed again in
2017 to the Harford County Education
Foundation.

The name, Merlock said, is meant “to
be more inclusive, so that everyone felt
they were involved in the organization.”

In her presentation, Merlock noted
that during the 2017-18 school year the
foundation provided support to class-
rooms worth $83,459 through schol-
arships and programs such as the Tools
for Schools Resource Center, Books in
Hand Summer Learning, Everyday He-
roes, TECH Tools and the Classroom
Innovation Grants.

“These are programs that we learn,
from our principals, are important to our
teachers and our classrooms and our

students,” she said.
Tools for Schools, established in 2008,

is housed at the foundation’s head-
quarters in Bel Air. Donated school
supplies are collected in partnership
with businesses through an annual Stuff
the Bus drive and are available for
teachers at the center. Teachers can visit
the center on designated “shopping
days” for free supplies. Each teacher can
obtain up to $100 worth of materials for
their classrooms, according to the foun-
dation website, harfordeducation.org.

Another program, TECH Tools, was
established three years ago, establishing
“digital lending hubs” at Aberdeen,
Havre de Grace and Magnolia middle
schools and Edgewood middle and high
school. Through the hubs, students can
check out WiFi hotspot devices and
laptops, and take them home to complete
their schoolwork.

“The concept is to ensure that students
without the Internet and laptops have

the same opportunity as their
peers,” Merlock said.

Meanwhile, the Everyday
Heroes program recognized
28 educators for this school
year who “go above and be-
yond in their classroom and
the community,” Merlock said.

This year’s Classroom Inno-
vation Grants total $11,243 and
went to 11 recipients at nine
schools — Bakerfield and
William Paca-Old Post Road
elementary schools each re-
ceived grants for two pro-
grams.

The other recipient schools
include the Alternative Educa-
tion Program at the Center for

Educational Opportunity in Aberdeen,
Aberdeen and Edgewood middle
schools, and George D. Lisby, Hall’s Cross
Roads, Havre de Grace and North
Harford elementary schools.

The programs are designed to promote
literacy, mathematics, the arts, science,
outdoor learning and community-school
partnerships.

Merlock noted the area businesses
that contributed funds to enhance the
grants, such as Delmarva Power and
Rosedale Federal Savings & Loan Associ-
ation.

Voskuhl, who is listed on the founda-
tion website as an ex-officio board
member, thanked teachers “for their
hard work” in applying for the grants and
school administrators for their support.
He also praised businesses for their
contributions.

“It’s really beneficial to the school
system that these businesses step up and
help us out, so thank you,” he said.

Laura Runyeon, school board vice
president, said she and Voskuhl visited
the foundation offices and resource
center earlier this year, and applauded
Merlock and Hamilton for their “lifelong
passion.”

Board member Robert Frisch, a former
teacher in Baltimore County, said he first
learned of the Harford County Education
Foundation in 2010 and “saw the value
right way in what they were doing to
support those members of the communi-
ty that needed some extra assistance.

“I’m so happy to see that they have
expanded and included so many other
people and so many other groups,” Frisch
said.
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