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All children need to grow up with books

-

Researchers have coined this 

regression of learned skills the 

‘Summer Slide’- a term that 

suggests a fun-filled day at an 

amusement park, but actually 

describes the regression of 

aptitude and skills amongst students over the summer months.  

Although factors such as socio-economic status and gender may have a part

to play in children and young 

people’s relationship to books 

and reading, the relationship 

between book ownership and 

reading attitudes and abilities is 

consistently strong.  The 

presence of book lined shelves in the home gives children an enormous 

advantage in school.   

Home library size has a very 

substantial effect on educational 

attainment. 

   - Mariah Evans, Social Forces (2014)

- and lots of them. 

Books in Hand is designed to: 

 Improve the reading achievement

of low income children by

increasing access to print in the

home.

 Provide a wealth of books to

children in low-income homes

to help break the link between

poverty and poor academic

outcomes.

 Increase opportunity for

parent/guardians to read to

children daily which

strengthens language and

emergent literacy skills.

 Inspire kids passion for

reading.

 Build book ownership and

close the “book gap” in early

education.

 Supply students with leveled

books and reading resources to

maintain and/or increase

academic achievement through

the summer months.

All children need to grow up with books 

Research shows that l

income students can lose two to three months of reading skills during the

Harford Reads provides leveled books and reading resources to low 

income students to keep forward momentum in learning during the 

summer months and to build book ownership.  Research shows that 

low-income students can lose two to three months of reading skills during 

their ir summer off from school. It can 

take teachers anywhere from 

four to six weeks in the fall to 

get students back on track.  

economic status and gender may have a part 

Mariah Evans, Social Forces (2014)

and lots of them.

 61% of low-
income children
are growing up in
homes without
books placing our
low-income
children at a
severe (yet
addressable!)
disadvantage for
school success.

 Books in the
home are the
single biggest
indicator of
academic
success —
surpassing
income, parents’
education, family
composition, and
all other factors.

 Academically,
children growing
up in homes
without books are
on average 3
years behind
children in homes
with lots of
books.


